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The University of Missouri-Kansas City national on-line RN-BSN program, featuring the distinctive Rural Nurse Initiative, was recognized in 2009 by the National League for Nursing as one of the most outstanding, innovative nursing programs in the country!

The Rural Nurse Initiative, which is funded through a HRSA grant, uses multi-modal on-line technology to allow rural and remote nurses to pursue their Bachelors degree in nursing without ever leaving their homes and communities.  Once a week classes may be attended live or uploaded for later viewing or podcasting.  Thus the program hopes to keep nurses working in their rural communities while they continue to broaden their expertise as nurses.

The UMKC Rural Nurse Initiative provides each distance learner with a broadband laptop computer for the duration of their education in the program. Each nurse will be linked with other distance learner nurses via a live classroom platform that may be accessed from almost anywhere. Nursing courses are designed to be informative, valuable and immediately applicable to practice.  During the program students will have opportunities to engage with rural and urban medical and nurse experts, ‘attend’ conferences and presentations in the urban setting and develop a network of colleagues nationwide.   A distinctive, flexible leadership practicum utilizes virtual teams to meet real life health needs in communities around the nation. 

National nursing organizations and many hospitals are encouraging nurses to pursue at least a four-year degree to prepare for the ever-increasing demand for highly skilled health professionals.  In addition, a baccalaureate nursing degree is an essential foundation for any type of advanced nursing education or nursing role.
